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• Project Purpose 

• Introduction to Thompson County Park 

• Project Process 

• Planning Commission Role 

• Community Engagement  

Overview  



Efficient, Effective, Responsive 

Project Purpose 

 

• Update 2005 Master Plan 
–  Long Term and 10 Year 

Plans for recreation and 
natural resources 
management  

– Interpretive Framework 

– Business and Operations 
Analysis 

• Develop Natural Resources 
Management Plan 
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Dakota County Park System 
 

Thompson 
County Park 
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Thompson County Park 

 

• Primary recreation: picnicking, 

playground, fishing, trails, events 

 

• Thompson Park Center 

– Dakota Lodge (DC) 

– Thompson Activity Center (WSP) 
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Thompson County Park 

• 90% of park is natural or 

semi-natural 

• Thompson Lake 

undergoing restoration 

 

https://www.co.dakota
.mn.us/parks/Improve
ment/Thompson/Pages
/thompson-lake-
restoration.aspx 

http://dcworks/departments/physdev/_layouts/15/FormServer.aspx?XmlLocation=/departments/physdev/PEPM/i_0_.w_core_llai7_2018-03-27T15_47_07.xml&ClientInstalled=true&DefaultItemOpen=1&Source=http://dcworks/departments/physdev/PEPM/Forms/ByDepartment.aspx
http://dcworks/departments/physdev/_layouts/15/FormServer.aspx?XmlLocation=/departments/physdev/PEPM/i_0_.w_core_llai7_2018-03-27T15_47_07.xml&ClientInstalled=true&DefaultItemOpen=1&Source=http://dcworks/departments/physdev/PEPM/Forms/ByDepartment.aspx
http://dcworks/departments/physdev/_layouts/15/FormServer.aspx?XmlLocation=/departments/physdev/PEPM/i_0_.w_core_llai7_2018-03-27T15_47_07.xml&ClientInstalled=true&DefaultItemOpen=1&Source=http://dcworks/departments/physdev/PEPM/Forms/ByDepartment.aspx
http://dcworks/departments/physdev/_layouts/15/FormServer.aspx?XmlLocation=/departments/physdev/PEPM/i_0_.w_core_llai7_2018-03-27T15_47_07.xml&ClientInstalled=true&DefaultItemOpen=1&Source=http://dcworks/departments/physdev/PEPM/Forms/ByDepartment.aspx
http://dcworks/departments/physdev/_layouts/15/FormServer.aspx?XmlLocation=/departments/physdev/PEPM/i_0_.w_core_llai7_2018-03-27T15_47_07.xml&ClientInstalled=true&DefaultItemOpen=1&Source=http://dcworks/departments/physdev/PEPM/Forms/ByDepartment.aspx
http://dcworks/departments/physdev/_layouts/15/FormServer.aspx?XmlLocation=/departments/physdev/PEPM/i_0_.w_core_llai7_2018-03-27T15_47_07.xml&ClientInstalled=true&DefaultItemOpen=1&Source=http://dcworks/departments/physdev/PEPM/Forms/ByDepartment.aspx
http://dcworks/departments/physdev/_layouts/15/FormServer.aspx?XmlLocation=/departments/physdev/PEPM/i_0_.w_core_llai7_2018-03-27T15_47_07.xml&ClientInstalled=true&DefaultItemOpen=1&Source=http://dcworks/departments/physdev/PEPM/Forms/ByDepartment.aspx
http://dcworks/departments/physdev/_layouts/15/FormServer.aspx?XmlLocation=/departments/physdev/PEPM/i_0_.w_core_llai7_2018-03-27T15_47_07.xml&ClientInstalled=true&DefaultItemOpen=1&Source=http://dcworks/departments/physdev/PEPM/Forms/ByDepartment.aspx
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History 

• Home to Dakota 

people for hundreds 

of years 

• Mid 1800s European 

settlement 

• Farming until the 

1960s 

• Park established in 

1974 
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• Advisory 
Committee for the 
Project 

• Provide input at 
project milestones 
throughout the 
process 

• 4-5 Meetings  or 
Workshops  

 

Planning Commission Role 
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Planning Process 

1. Project Organization (Spring 2018) 

2. Research, Findings, and Vision (Spring – Fall 2018) 

Community Engagement  

3. Concepts (Winter 2018-Spring 2019) 

Community Engagement  

4. Plan Development and Draft Plans (Summer 2019) 

Community Engagement  

5. Final Plan and Approvals (Fall  2019) 
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Level 3 – Involve  

• Different perspectives are shared and parties can 
influence each other and develop consensus. 

• Allows the organization and participants to explore 
and work through issues together, understand each 
other’s perspectives and values, and consistently 
address concerns. 

• Public Engagement Plan 
https://www.co.dakota.mn.us/Government/Engagement/Documents/Th
ompsonMasterPlanEngagementPlan.pdf 

 

 

Community Engagement  

https://www.co.dakota.mn.us/Government/Engagement/Documents/ThompsonMasterPlanEngagementPlan.pdf
https://www.co.dakota.mn.us/Government/Engagement/Documents/ThompsonMasterPlanEngagementPlan.pdf
https://www.co.dakota.mn.us/Government/Engagement/Documents/ThompsonMasterPlanEngagementPlan.pdf
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• Webpage 

• On-line input 

• Social media – 
Facebook, Next Door 

• Community Open 
Houses/Workshops 

• Pop-up Open Houses – 
existing events & in park 

• Community Groups – 
input/information at 
existing meetings 

• Stakeholder Meetings 

• Individual Interviews 

Engagement Techniques 
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• Adjacent Landowners 

• St. Croix Lutheran HS 

• School District 197 

• West St. Paul Senior 
Center  

• Lower Mississippi River 
Watershed Organization 

• City of West St. Paul 

• City of South St. Paul 

• Dakota County Historical 
Society 
 

Stakeholders 

• Existing Recreation 

Providers/Partners 

• Potential Recreation 

Providers/Partners 

• Current Park Users 

• Potential Park Users 

• Under Represented 

Audiences 

• General Public 

Other stakeholders that should be engaged? 



Efficient, Effective, Responsive 

Questions and Discussion 


